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evident	 in	 the	foreign	policy	formulation,	as	 the	will	of	a	faction	can	impose	 itself	on	others.	Moreover,	
sometimes	 the	definition	of	a	 line	of	external	action	 is	 limited	by	a	predetermined	pattern	of	action	by	















Mirza	Hassan	Shirazi,	the	marja-e taqlid or	the	grand ayatollah,	issued	an	edict	that	forbade	any	Shia	Muslim	
to	smoke	tobacco	in	Iran.	Due	to	strong	pressure	from	the	population,	the	Government	finally	withdrew	these	
concessions	(Keddie,	1966).	However,	from	the	observed	external	influence	during	this	period	and	due	to	the	











after	 the	disintegration	of	 the	Persian	Empire	with	 the	 two	Pahlavi	Shahs	 (Reza	Shah	1921-41	and	
Mohammad	Reza	Shah	1941-79)	(Bamani,	1961).













Iranian	Constitution,	as	well	as	 the	priority	of	 the	regional	over	 the	international	dimension	in	its	foreign	
policy.
	 Iran	has	a	unique	geographical	location.	Of	all	countries	in	the	world,	Iran	has	the	largest	number	of	borders	
with	neighboring	countries	 (currently	15).	This	 fact	had	a	 significant	 influence	on	 the	economic	and	





	 Being	situated	in	a	region	of	great	 instability	has	been	difficult	 for	Iran.	This	widespread	condition	of	
instability	still	persists	today,	either	through	the	sectarian	conflict	in	the	western	flank	of	Iran,	with	Iraq	or	
with	the	fragile	states	on	the	eastern	border:	Afghanistan	and	Pakistan.	There	are	also	some	states	along	the	
northern	border	of	 Iran,	whose	political,	 social	and	economic	 transformations	gave	rise	 to	a	climate	of	
instability	and	 insecurity	 in	Central	Asia	and	 the	Caucasus.	Regional	security	depends	on	authoritarian	
regimes,	which	lie	 to	 the	South,	subject	 to	socio-political	changes	 in	 the	future.	Such	an	environment	of	
insecurity	 fuels	 regional	 rivalries,	military	conflicts	or	crises,	and	at	 the	same	 time	promotes	a	greater	
presence	and	direct	involvement	of	major	foreign	powers.	Most	of	Iran’s	economic	and	political	assets	are	
being	spent	 in	combating	these	threats.	The	Iranian	leadership’s	determination	to	maintain	a	skilled	army	













emphasizing	 the	geopolitical	 factor	 in	 the	conduct	of	 foreign	policy.	Since	 the	advent	of	 the	 Islamic	
revolution,	Iran’s	regional	policies	have	been	driven	by	ideology	but	also	by	geopolitical	factors,	especially	on	
the	relations	with	other	states	of	the	region.	The	main	reason	for	the	importance	of	geopolitics	in	the	definition	
of	Iranian	foreign	policy	lies	 in	 the	nature	of	 the	challenges	faced	by	Iran.	These	are	marked	by	multiple	
sources	of	 insecurity,	 including	 the	American	military	 threat	or	 Israel.	These	conditions	 require	 the	



































	 Cyrus	 the	Great	 (558-530	BC)	 initiated	 the	 search	 for	 independence	 and	 freedom	 in	 its	 gradual	
metamorphosis	into	ideals	and	principles	in	the	world.	The	State	born	by	his	hands	grew	during	30	years,	
forming	 the	Achaemenid	and	 the	Persian	Empire.	The	 Iranian	cultural	 identity	 is	 so	 ingrained	 in	 the	


























relations	 theory,	all	other	views	of	 the	world,	especially	 the	socialist	and	 the	capitalist,	were	considered	
outdated.	When	he	wrote	 to	 the	Soviet	 leader	Mikhail	Gorbachev,	Khomeini	underlined	 the	 ideological	









which	can	serve	as	a	history	 lesson	for	 the	present	 Iranian	political	elite.	 In	 the	post-revolution	period,	
especially	 in	 its	 early	years,	 provocation,	 agitation,	 subversion,	 hostage	 taking	 and	 terrorism	often	
characterized	Iranian	foreign	policy.	More	recently,	Iran’s	international	image	has	been	tarnished	by	a	reckless	




















	 The	politicization	of	Shi’a	Islam	can	be	 traced	from	four	developments:	1)	 the	usuli	 triumph	over	 the	
akhbari;	2)	the	ijtihad;	3)	the	marja-e taqlid;	and	4)	the	khums.	During	the	17th	and	18th	centuries	emerged	a	
theological	debate	between	the	Shiite	clergy	about	 the	right	 to	 interpretation	of	 the	 law,	 the	 ijtihad.	Two	















direct	contact	between	 the	clergy	and	 the	population,	along	with	an	 increasing	political	 influence	of	 the	





























Governments	derive	 their	mandate	from	the	people	 they	represent.	Theoretically,	every	foreign	policy	 is	
related	to	the	mandate	of	the	Government	that	represents	the	will	of	the	majority.	In	Shi’a	Islam,	however,	the	
source	of	political	decision-making	is	God.	This	difference	between	the	West	and	Shia	Islam	can	be	viewed	
through	the	origins	of	 the	words	“political”	and	“siasat.”	While	 the	first	refers	 to	 the	concern	of	keeping	
people	happy,	 the	second	strives	 to	bring	the	evolution	and	the	development	of	 the	population,	even	if	 it	
means	to	go	against	her	will.	The	majority	of	Shia	scholars	agree	with	this	basic	premise.	Yet	there	are	wide	









interpretations.	As	 for	 the	means	and	 tools	by	which	a	policy	must	be	 implemented,	 there	 is	 again	a	
substantial	difference	between	the	Shiites	and	the	West.	Diplomacy	is	based	on	rationality	and	is	the	most	
common	tool	 regarding	 the	 implementation	of	 foreign	policy.	Even	 the	Soviet	 revolutionaries	gradually	
replaced	their	radical	revolutionary	approach	by	conventional	diplomacy,	following	the	October	revolution	of	







































































	 The	Iranian	foreign	policy	suffered	many	oscillations	during	 the	past	30	years.	During	 this	period	 the	
revolutionary	regime	developed	its	foreign	policy	based	on	a	balance	between	pragmatic	and	idealistic	views	
of	 international	affairs.	Any	revolutionary	Government	in	its	early	days	develops	a	 tendency	to	pursue	an	
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